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Producer-Led Dead Bird Surveillance (DBS) for Regulated Commodities in BC 

Frequently Asked Questions 

November 1, 2024 

Background and Overview  

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) has notified the BC poultry industry that it will be 
transitioning to Producer-Led Dead Bird Surveillance during the 2024/2025 avian influenza outbreak 
in BC.  

Dead Bird Surveillance (DBS) is a tool used to monitor the presence of avian influenza in areas 
surrounding an Infected Premise (IP). It involves regular and event-triggered sampling of dead birds 
(mortalities) on commercial poultry farms within 10km of an IP.  

CFIA has rolled out Producer-Led DBS in other provinces across Canada. Under Producer-Led DBS, 
producers are responsible for swabbing dead birds from the required airspaces (barns) and placing 
the swabs in a designated bin at the end of their driveaway for CFIA to pick up. In addition to 
swabbing, producers will also need to complete a submission sheet and include it in their bin for 
CFIA to pick up.  

CFIA will designate each producer’s pick-up days. It is essential that producers swab their birds 
and put the samples in their bin on the requested days. Lack of participation in DBS may affect a 
producer’s ability to ship or move their birds as planned.  

The CFIA provided detailed information on Producer-Led DBS in two industry webinars which were 
held on October 22, 2024 and October 25, 2024. A copy of the webinar pertaining to each 
commodity is available on the respective online producer portal. 

Frequently Asked Questions  

The transition to Producer-Led DBS will require cooperation from all parties. If you have questions, 
please refer to the FAQ below. If you do not find your answer here, please contact the EOC or your 
Provincial Board office for support.   

Q: When is DBS required?  

A: DBS is required twice weekly for farms located in Infected Zones and for certain 
movements (e.g., birds to slaughter) for farms located in Restricted Zones. DBS for 
movements can be either twice in 7 days or 72 hours prior to shipment.  

Q: Who will be doing the sampling?  

A: The producer is responsible for swabbing up to 10 birds for each airspace. The swabs are 
used to transfer the sample material into the Universal Transfer Materials (UTM) vial for that 
airspace. The UTM vial samples and completed paperwork are then placed in the Producer 
DBS transfer tote and left in the DBS bin at the end of the driveway for collection by CFIA. 
When Producer-Led DBS is not in effect, producers are responsible for putting dead birds in 
the bin and CFIA does the swabbing and completes all required paperwork.   
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Q: What if a producer does not have enough mortalities? Can they swab live birds instead?  

A: Swabs must be taken from dead birds. Mortalities can be gathered throughout the week 
leading to a producer’s DBS event and stored in a freezer if needed. Alternatively, producers 
may sample dead birds up to 3 days before their designated pick-up date and store the 
samples in the fridge until pick-up day. If this is what the producer chooses to do, all birds 
must be sampled at once. This means that if one bird is sampled on Monday, a second bird 
can’t be sampled on Tuesday as the swabs would commingle in the UTM.  

Q: What does the ‘airspace’ refer to? 

A: In general, if air can move between two compartments or floors in a single barn, or barns 
are connected by a common hallway with air exchange between barns, then that is 
considered a single airspace. In a multiple-story barn, every floor should be considered 
separate unless there is air exchange between the floors.  

Q: How will I know which airspace(s) needs to be sampled? 

A: CFIA will indicate to each producer which airspaces need to be sampled and how often. 
If you are shipping birds for processing, be sure to sample from the barn that will be shipped 
during the DBS event closest to your shipment date. For example, if you are shipping on 
Tuesday night from Barn 1, you will need to have samples from Barn 1 in your Monday DBS 
pick-up.   

Q: What will happen if I miss my sampling or do not complete it correctly and have an upcoming 
shipment or bird movement? 

A: If a producer misses their DBS date, fails to provide samples continuously for airspaces, 
or otherwise does not complete DBS properly, their shipment may not be allowed to 
proceed. If there is time to have testing done by a private vet before the shipment is 
scheduled to occur, the producer will be responsible for paying the costs associated with 
this additional service.  

Q: When does Producer-Led DBS take effect? 

A: The target date for implementation is November 21, 2024. CFIA will provide each 
producer with instructions, materials, and pick up days when it is their time to transition.    

Q: How time sensitive are DBS samples once they are in the bin at the end of the driveway? Is it 
acceptable to have samples in bins for 12+ hours?  

A: Samples left out in the morning that have followed the instructions in the reference 
material along with the supplied ice pack will be viable. CFIA anticipates pick up to be much 
faster as donning and doffing is not needed when they are simply picking up samples from 
the bins at each farm.  
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Q: Under what circumstances might a producer’s DBS sample be deemed non-compliant? 

A: 1) Samples and paperwork don’t match, 2) Sample vials don’t appear to contain organic 
material from swab, 3) Samples/paperwork not presented for pick-up on designated day, 4) 
Consecutive ‘zero mortalities’ reported for all air spaces on premise 

Q: What measures will be taken by CFIA if there are issues with a producer’s DBS sample?  

A: CFIA will not take samples that are deemed non-compliant. A note will be left with 
contact information for CFIA, and CFIA will also follow-up directly with the producer. 

Q: Are Flock Health Attestations (FHAs) still required?  

A: Yes, FHAs are required in the 24 hours prior to bird movement before a movement permit 
can be issued. These must be done in addition to any required DBS sampling needed.  

 


